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RICHARD RATIBUN, NOVEIBER 30, 1893.
Uged to fish yearcs ago. Began fishing about

As far as the frozen Tishery was concerned,
nobody knev there were eny herring here in the win-
ter season. That was when he Tirst began fishing.
They began to fish here for frozen herring about
1870. In 1855 they ecarried on summer fishery for
smoking herring.

The first weir was bui}t long before his time.
Treats Island was a grgg%:§%g§ing place for such a
small spot., Lubec Narrows used to have a good
many weirs., lad as meny again as now, There were
weirs all along the inside of Campobello, around
Friers Bay. And they went up the Cobseookx River
clear to the falls. Goves Point is up at the upper
end of Lubeec lNeck. Were some zbove there then» but
only 2 thet he knows of. On lNoose Island there
were about 8 weirs, on the Cobscook side of East-
port. In St. Andrews Bay there were no weirs at

that time. On the lNorth Shore and around Letang

there were weirs, but they were all small weirs,
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‘e¢lose inshore in shallow water, and very different
from the weirs there now. They had the same number
ol weirs in Lubec Harr&ws up to 12 years apgo, but
less since then. There were not so many weirs 15
years ago as there were 40 years ago, but they were
larger.

The largest weir at present, he thinks, is
Yankee Doodle weir, in Lubec Marrows.

In Cobscook Riber they ére just about the same
as they were 40 years afo. In Pembroke River and
East Bay they are =211 nev weirs. On the Cobseook .
side of Eastport therc were as many weirs 15 years
ago as there were 40 years apgo. On the St. Croig
gside of Eastport there was one weir up in Little
River 15 years ago. There are two weirs that have
been in Harbor Dulute at least 40 years. About
42 years =2go the owner of the Island began to lease
them so there should not be any interference be-
tween the rishermen, but now there are a good many
weirs over there. There are about 7 weirs over
there, and most of them have been bﬁilt recently,
since the sardines began to run. But the two old
ones are still there, and have probably been there
50 years or more. Does not think there are any

weirs in Head Harbor ndw. Never knew of but two
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there, one on the head of the island and one on the
mainland. The first time he was ever down to Cher-
ry Island, there werc weirs there then, in the NHar-
rows between Cherry Island and Mervel Island. There
were two welirs there then. They kept changing

their weirs a little every year. The most of them
have been in deep water On Deer Island and the lar-
ger islands.

The bulk of th: fish 40 vearsppo were taken
¢down =2bout Treats Island and Lubee Harrows, Cet
the best quality there in August and September,

Treats Island weir used to make the bigrest
hauls. It had begun to fail iﬁ vears ago. That
fishery begen to fail about the time they bepsan to
dig down there in the lNarrows, and before that,
but not so muech. Treats Island weir was given up
about 8 years ago. It was not given up entirely
until 4 years ago. It was given up then for =
couple of years, and then they built it up egeain.
llas not been built up this year, but was up last
year and the year before, but it fished poorly then.

In Lubec lMarrows the weirs fished poorly un-
til this season, when they have done better,

Up Pembroke River and East Bay, they have not
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got 8o many this season as they did last season and
the season before. hey have been good weirs, only
the season wes short. The season there is in Sep-
tember and May. Do not get very large fish up
there, mostly sardine figh.

They built up the weirs on the Perry shore
within this last 5 or 6 years, as 2 result of the
sard ine cannery. Tbcse weirs on the Perry shore
hawe not fished well, except the first two years
they put them up. Sinee that they have failed.

The bulk of the fishinc has been in the weirs
on Déer Island end the North Shore. Last year
there was a falling off there for a while. They
began to fish well about as long ago as Lubec Nar-
rows becan to be poor. For & number of years
there has been better fishing on Deer Island and
the North Shore then there has been this way, for
the last 10 years. Does not know what is the
czuse of {it. Some years they strike plentifully
in one place, and other years in another place.

ot any seinings for herring about here to
amount to anything at any time. It is prohibited
on the Cenadisn side, and on this side there is no
chance to seine. That is, there has been no her-

ring around the shores to seine, and not very pgood



shores to seine on.

Gill-nets were used lonr before he can rememb-
e Used to set pill-nets over in Friars Pav.
Never sect any pill-nets in Lubec Marrows, They
used to set pill-nets up about Red Island; used to
be 2 splendid place for pill-nets. used to set
them off shore near the Yolves. The most gili-net-
tings wes done bet ween Begver Harbo? and the Wolves,
a1l the way from Bliss Island clear to Red Head.
Used to fish = zood>deal in 8t. An‘rews Bay for a
few years, when they seemed to break them up. Only
used the rill-nets on the north shore and in St.
Andrews Bay in the winter, principally in January
and February. In Fastport herbor they comenced
to use them in Aurust, with what they cell the
Quoddy River herring, which were the large size
herring, just the same as the Hewfoundland herring
}are now. They pickled them; were too big and fat
to smoke. In Rastport River quite @ lot of gill-
netting done, but most of the rill=-netting was done
in the winter. All around Deer Island, Northwest
Harbor, Deans Island, Sondy Island, all had their
gill-nets there in the winter season, orf the

Horth Shore around Deer Island they set their nets
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~do nét drive them. In Priars Pay they used to set
between Triars Bay and Treats Island down to Welsh
Pool. They did three times as rmmch gill-netting
15 years aro as they did 40 years ago, but it was
done in a different season; it was in the winter.
4About 18 years ago began to use gill-nets off Deer
Island. ¥Yhen he first came around Eastport they
did not know there were any herring here in the
winter. The gill-netting 40 years ago used to be
done chicfly over around wriars Cove, The winter
gill-netting began about 15 years ago, and stopped
3 years ago., It was kebh up pretty lively all that
time. Droad Cove was a great netting place in the
winter. Also right off in froht of‘Eastport, up as
fer as Blanphards, whieh was as far as they could
go, because the current was too strong. The gill-
nets would only take large fish. The size of the
mesh was from 2%/4 to 27/%'inch, 2%/4 inch mesh
would take about 9 or 10 inch fish.

They began driving herring about here long
before his time., Were not doing a great af deal
of it 40 years ago, because they had begun to put
up more weirs, but when hé was & boy he used to

hear his father tell about it when he first came



here, although they did not have many weirs then.

He is 67 yesars o0ld, and can remember sinece he was
s

™ 8 years old. Has heard his father tell a2bout

driving herrinc before he knev whet it meant. In
the old deys of fishing the driving of herring was
very extensive before the building of weirs. The
driving weas before ;illQnetting. They used to drive
herring up around East Bazy and over in Remereys
Bay, and Friars Bay, Lubec MNarrows end Herring
Cove. They used to drive them down at Northwest
Harbor, Lords Cove. They drive prinecirelly in Oc-
tober. Used to get what they e¢~lled scaled herring
at that time. They were 9 or 10 inch fish. MNever
got very big herring. The big herring at that

time never would follow the light; but plenty of
small ones would. But they would not bother with
the small herrings, but would rfo to where the large
ones were.

For torches’they used to use bireh bark. De-
52n to use kerosine oil'about 7 or 8 years ago,
when the bark began to get scarece. The bark did
not make as brizht & lisht as the kerosine does.
Thinks the use of kerosine hurts the fish. Thinks

that when they come 2p to the top of the water and
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swellow the kerosine it kills them. It would also
hurt them for using, becaﬁse if the kerosine hap-
P pens to drop in the boal amons the fish they cannot
wash it off. Does not think the driving has done
any injury to the fishery. Does not think it breaks
up the schools. If a man has 2 weir, and another
man wants the fish, doves not know but that one man
has as much right to the Bay askhe other. There
are but very few people who would drive around a
man's weir, and even iffhey do drive around it,
it is not poing to injure it a great deal, for they
will not ret around there on an average more than
a week in & year,

Does not know whether there has been a de-
crease in the amount of herring around here or not.
There are more means of catching them, All those
weirs they have now are out in deeper water, and
nearer the bay. 20 or 40 years ago those weirs
were built up in the creeks, and they left the out-
side of the Bay clear. For instance, around Deer
Island they did not have any of those outside weirs,
and about Spruce Island and Sweet(?)Island, and the
Spectacles, with the exception of Sandy Island.
Been a weir around Sandy Islend as lonr as he can

remember,
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The herrins they used to catch here in August

and September in the gill-nets have disappeared,

 but does-not know the reason.

Does not know that they waste a great deal of
fisﬁ by eutting the larse ones down. There are a
good many people here that have smoke houses, and
those that are too big to put in cens, they put in
the sp@ke-houses. As far as fish are wasted, there
are very few that are.,

Thinks Treat bersen to make oil and pomace
first. That was just before the War. They used
any size Tfish they could get. Was in the business
himself 7 or 8 years. Used large fish for making
pomace as well as small ones. Some people had
smoke-houses then, and they smoked what they could
and mede pomace'cf the rest. Since they got the
sard ine factories going the pomace men could not
afford to pay the price. The 7 or 8 years he ﬁas

herring :

in the,busi ness he could not afford to give over a
dollar & hogshead for oil and pomace, because the
pomace in those times did not amount to anything.
All you got, about, was the oil. Nobody went into
the manufacturing of pomace except Mr, Treat. o
market in the country for it then. All it was
worth was $1.50 or $2.00 a ton., And it hﬁd#o be in



“ ‘3ustrs#£h’ueather.ar he would not take it at all,
and ‘ma%t you would get for it would not pay for the
- hendling of it. Should judge about half the fish
"by‘weight were used for pomace at that time,
| | Thé‘first herrins come in sbhout Leiang gener-
2lly sbout the middle of April, Used to pet them
- there Tirst, and it is about the same now. They
 ~$@§1& bé'abmut 4 o 5 inches long.,  The people
";then useéﬁa say thosé were the young herring that
“jfﬂropp@ﬁkdm%n out ongt. Andrews Bay in the spring.
 U§ed7t§ pui ﬁp the weirs around Letang early in the
;,jtp?ing*to catech beit., They would go into Lubec
?f;ﬁﬁfréua alang in June, éould not tell whether they

‘f¢agﬁ in April onnot. They did not build their
 ﬂ5&§§ up;uhtil the weather got warm; and it is the
~ same now.

~ The spring fishery is different now, because

/iﬁ@fﬁggﬁgéias‘atart up now the middle of April,

:@@ﬂébff@§ﬁ$§éfthey fix their weirs up nowv in Lubec

Narrows and sbout all sround here so 2s to catch

jﬂffgghirhen hhay come. There are some
ind herring in weirs just as soon as the

:{gzﬁtﬁilygﬂlthwa they gener-

g‘ﬂanﬁaﬁlﬁnﬁ~ahﬂﬁif;
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school until another school comes in.
Along szbout Pembroke they will eztch them in

April and May and =long up to the middle of June,

and then they seem to drop off. Seems to be a school

of herring comes in early in the srring and goes up
those creeks.

Prom the middie of June to the middle of July
is generally the poorest herring fiﬁhery here.
They get snother run asbout the middle of July. It
secems to be a different run. In the spring run
they are all small fish. The largest are noi more
then 6 to 9 inches. 1In the surmer run get larger
fish. And the lergest fish here about August and
feptember. The best fishing generally is in Sep-
tember.

They eannot take herring here nowv after the
15th of December. That is, the factories are lim-
ited by law. They do not take any small ones af-
ter that beceuse they h&ve‘no use for them. The
most of them let theirAWéirs stay there. Some of
them teke the brush out and leave the piles stand-
inz, but the most of them just let them ro.

There is no winter fishing in the weirs., The

winter fishery stopped zhout 4 years ago, and,




practicelly, there are no fish taken in the weirs

in winter. lLast winter they caught a few herring

at Grand llanan, probably loaded 4 or 5 vessels with
frozen herring. The winter fishing would be entire-
1y with gill-nets. Crand Manzn usedho catch them
in the winter in &eirs, but-di¢ not last winter,
because they were scarce, but would probably cateh
them in the weirs if they ceme in abundantly againe.
Cherry Island pecple used to work their weirs in
Tebruary.

The herring, when they are not here, would
strike first down to the westward, at Cross(?) Isl-
and, and then they came up along to Grand iHanan,
and wérk in here. Those large herring go around
Campobello, and come in around Deer Island way.
Then when they could not catch any rmore here they
used to follow them up the Bay of Fundy. The fur-
thest of any fishing done by anybody from here that
ever he kneé of was up as far as St. John. About 6
years ago they mede & great catch up off St. John;
when they 1eft here to work up the Bay, and by that
time the frozen season was here, and then after
that they began to cateh them in their gill-nets
away up to the head of the Bay of Fundy. This is



 , top of the water; and they were just ss thick on
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the winter school. They used to eome into Cross
Isleand the first of December,

The big herring, after the frozen season was
over, they used te catch them in Mereh and April in
%t. Andrevs Bay. Used to pickle them,

The small spring herring enter Quoddy Roads
from the east. Do not play up throuch the Marrows
riach. Strike Deer Islsmd before ther strike Lu-
bhec. Cétch them in weirs there before they do at
Lubec. You wofild find the herrins at Cherry Isl-
end one day, and the ncxt dey may find them way up
to Pembroke. Would not generally find them at
Pemir oke before Cherry Island. Generally when the

herring come in here you pet them all around in

@hoat every plesce in small quantities.

The larpest swmer herring is about 14 inches.
The winter herrins will averape from 10 to 12 ineh-
es. Has seeh plenty of small herring in the winter,
but did not eetch them beczuse théy uged gzill nets,
They will esatch them in the winter time more or
less; they will stey in the nets.
© Never saw but once, between here and Campobello,

that you could catch herring in the purse seine;

and thet is the only time he ever saw them on the
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top of the water, that their fins were sticking
out of the water. They generally swim some dis-
tence below thé surface. In the cold weather do
not come as near the top offthe water as they do in
the su mer. They generally set their gill-nets
down about 2 fathoms below the sufface here, and
about the same depth off the Wolves; unless in a
very cold spell, then they will drop the:r xmXxx

nets deeper.
VACIERIL.

They had s2bout half a dozen mackerel taken
with the herring this sumer in their weirs., The

weirs were full of them 2 years ago.
LORSTERS.,

Lobétera are not anywhere near as abundant as
they usedto be; not half. More men fishing than
there were 15 years apos 3 times és many. -They do
not batch as many now as then, Ihe cause of the
decrease, he thinks, is on account of catching so
many of them. Each man would probably set a dozen,
and perhaps 2 dozen, traps; &as many as he was able
to take care of, and as many as he has room to set.

Thinks sbout 20 traps would be an average to 2 man.
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Would get sometimes, half 2 dozen in a trap, and
then there may be half a dozen traps with none in
them. The.traps are set now mainly down around
Deexr Island. Do not set any in Eastfort Harbor.
They set them along Carmobello and up- into South
Bay and East ay, and Cobscook Bay zbove the falls.
They will go up three miles above the falls in
Cobscook River. Does not know whether they set in
there this last seascn or nor. They fished them
all up there so that they could not get any.“Used
to get the largest lobsters up the Cobséook River

of anywhere.
POLLOCI,

Pollock are nct as abundant as they used to be;
not anywherc near as abundant. They fish for them
mostly between Cochrens Ledge and Head larbor.

Does not knov what made them decrease so. They

used Lo fish for them over in Friars Bay 20 or 3p
years apo, and down to West Quoddy. Do not catch
many at either of these places now. West Quoddy

Never was much of a pollock ground, but would al-
ways catch some thera, and the same way now, The
only way to protect them would be to have a close

season on them. They take the large pollock here







